Feel it, see it, live it ..understand it.

e

Understanding the day-to-day reality of poverty is important for everyone involved in fighting poverty —
from policymakers to service providers. MISSOURI’'S COMMUNITY ACTION POVERTY SIMULATION (CAPS) is

a unique tool that helps people begin to understand what life is like with a shortage of money and an abundance of stress.

During a simulation, participants role-play the lives of low-income families, including single parents, people with disabilities, and
senior citizens on Social Security. The task of each family is to provide for food, shelter and other basic necessities during four,

15-minute “weeks.” Families interact with community resources.

Although it uses “play” money, fictional scenarios and time limits, CAPS is not a game. It’s a simulation that enables participants to
view poverty from different angles and then to discuss the potential for change within local communities. It’s designed to sensitize those

who frequently deal with low-income families and to create a broader awareness among policymakers and community leaders.
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public transportation to get around, but are fearful of going out

. and their two grandchildren, living in a
Rt I TR Y e it AT A eE A  greater understanding of poverty. small home with a first and second

income is $552 a month in SSI. You have received information mortgage. Grandma was working full-

from a friend that your local community action agency may be A simulation requires between 40 fime until her daughter went fo jail and
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For the purpose of compliance with the federal Stevens Amendment, this program is funded with —CAPS participant
2% of $601,786 federal funds received from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) provided by the Missouri Department of Social Services, Family Support Division.





